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Alisa Childers: Modern feminism often frames traditional
roles as oppressive, leading us to undervalue the unique
contributions of women and men. However, we must
recognize that the roles God has designed for us are not
burdens but honors.




Modern Feminism 1s so poisonous in our culture. It has
convinced us that we’re less than. God’s design 1s beautiful,
why are we messing with 1t?




Complementarianism: the view that men and women have
different but complementary roles. God created men and
women to complete each other.




Egalitarianism: the view that men and women are fully equal
in all things and can serve equally within the church.
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Dictionary.com
Patriarch: the male head of a family or tribal line.




Dictionary.com
Patriarchy: a social system in which power 1s held by men,
through cultural norms and customs that favor men and

withhold opportunity from women.




Websters 1828
Patriarchy: The jurisdiction of a patriarch; a patriarchate.




Feminism vs Egalitarianism

| am both a feminist and a biblical egalitarian. These two are not the same. In fact, | believe that they are very
different. | also believe that they are both needed.

Feminism is “the advocacy of women’s rights on the grounds of political, social, and economic equality to men.”
Considering the gender imbalance in governance, the stats on gender-based violence, the gender wage gap, and
the fact that until the rise of feminism around the world women were not considered full human beings by their
governments, the need for feminism in the world is not hard to recognize.

Egalitarianism is a theological standpoint that the Bible when translated and interpreted correctly, teaches the full
equality of men and women. Egalitarians believe that in Genesis, man and woman were both created in the
image of God. We also believe that patriarchy and gender roles were not a part of God's original design for
humanity but were a direct result of sin, as they are not mentioned in the creation account until after sin is
introduced (Genesis 3). Because Jesus' death and resurrection freed us from the results of sin and restored our
relationship to God and to one another (Romans 6 & 8:1-2), egalitarians believe that there is no hierarchy between
humans in God's Kingdom. As a result, egalitarians conclude that women and men are meant to serve together
equally in the Church and to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (Eph 5:21).

Both feminism and egalitarianism resist patriarchy as a corrupt and abusive system, but they do so in different
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ways and for different purposes: where feminism fights for equal rights, egalitarianism advocates for “equal
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Ephesians 5




1 Peter 3, Colossians 3, Titus 2 and Ephesians 5:22.




"There 1s neither Jew nor Greek, there 1s neither slave nor free,
there 1s neither male nor female; for you are all one 1n Christ
Jesus."




"Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen and my fellow
prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were
in Christ before me."




“Time after time, Jesus’ behavior toward women was a
scandalous breach of decorum and a challenge to the gender
boundaries of the first century.”




“...the older women likewise, that they be reverent 1n
behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of
g00d things-- 4 that they admonish the young women to love
their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be discreet, chaste,
homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the
word of God may not be blasphemed."






