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MATTHEW 7:14-27

“Everyone then who hears these words of 

mine and does them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock. And the rain 

fell, and the floods came, and the wind blew 

and beat on the house, but it did not fall, 

because it had been founded on the rock. And 

everyone who hears these words of mine and 

does not do them will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on the sand. And the rain 

fell, and the flood came, and the winds blew 

and beat against that house, and it fell, and 

great was the fall if it.”





SHAKEN!















SHAKEN!



1 PETER 5:8-9

 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil walks about like a 

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  

Resist him, steadfast in the faith…” 
 



2 TIMOTHY 4:3

“For the time is coming when people will not 

endure sound teaching, but having itching 

ears they will accumulate for themselves 

teachers to suit their own passions, and will 

turn away from listening to the truth and 

wander off into myths.”

 



BIBLE CODE 

 Commitment

 Obedience

 Discipline

 Evidence

 



BIBLE CODE 

 Commitment

 



ACTS 17:10-11

 “The brothers immediately sent Paul and 

Silas away by night to Berea, and when they 

arrived they went to the Jewish synagogue. 

Now these Jews were more noble than 

those in Thessalonica; they received the 

word with all eagerness, examining the 

Scriptures daily to see if these things were 

so.”



COMMITMENT

• Less than a third of us use the Bible as 

our source of life principles and standards

• Only ¼ make moral and ethical choices on 

the basis of the Bible

• 3 of 4 born-again Christians overlook the 

Bible as their shaping worldview influence

• 91% of all born-again adults do not have a 

Biblical worldview



COMMITMENT

 “This is why the Christian Church is 

having such a limited impact on American 

culture!  It seems that Christians are more 

affected by society than society is 

affected by Christians!”



ROMANS 12:1-2

   “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

 



BIBLE CODE 

 Obedience

 



JOHN 14:15

 

 “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments.”



OBEDIENCE 



OBEDIENCE

• The word “obey” appears 113 times in the 

Bible

– 84 times in the Old Testament  

– 29 times in the New Testament

• “Obedience” appears another 18 times 



EXODUS 19:5

 “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey 

My voice and keep My covenant, then 

you shall be a special treasure to Me 

above all people; for all the earth is 

Mine.” 



DEUTERONOMY 11:26-28

 “Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a 

curse: the blessing, if you obey the 

commandments of the Lord your God which I 

command you today; and the curse, if you do 

not obey the commandments of the Lord your 

God, but turn aside from the way which I 

command you today.” 



OBEDIENCE 

“But Peter and the other apostles answered 

and said: ‘We ought to obey God rather 

than men.’” (Acts 5:29) 

“And by this we know that we have come to know 

him, if we keep his commandments.” (1 John 2:3) 



OBEDIENCE

 “And the people said to Joshua, ‘The Lord 

our God we will serve, and His voice we will 

obey!” (Joshua 24:24) 

 “For the time has come for judgment to 

begin at the house of God; and if it begins 

with us first, what will be the end of those 

who do not obey the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 

4:17) 



BIBLE CODE 

 Discipline

 



2 TIMOTHY 3:14

 “But as for you, continue in what you have 

learned and have firmly believed, knowing 

from whom you learned it and how from 

childhood you have been acquainted with 

the sacred writings, which are able to make 

you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus.”



MATTHEW 22:29

 “You are mistaken, not knowing the 

Scriptures nor the power of God.”



DISCIPLINE

• Bible reading declined significantly in recent 

decades

• Less than 15% of Americans read the Bible 

daily

• About 20% say they read it weekly (or 

weakly!)

• Over 40% say they rarely or never read the 

Bible



DISCIPLINE

• 75% of Christians overlook the Bible when 

shaping their worldview

• Just over 10% of born-again adults rely on 

the Bible as their moral compass 



DISCIPLINE

 “American Christians are Biblically illiterate.  

Although most of them contend that the 

Bible contains truth and is worth knowing, 

and most of them argue that they know all of 

the relevant truths and principles, our 

research shows otherwise.  And the trend 

line is frightening:  the younger a person is, 

the less they understand about the Christian 

faith.”



DISCIPLINE

 “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the 
Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach 
statutes and ordinances in Israel.” (Ezra 7:10) 

 “As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of 
the word, that you may grow thereby, if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious.” (1 Peter 2:1-3) 

 



DEUTERONOMY 8:3

 

 “…man shall not live by bread alone; but 

man lives by every word that proceeds from 

the mouth of the Lord.” 



BIBLE CODE 

 Evidence

 



PROVERBS 16:9

  

 “In his mind a man plans his course, but the 

Lord directs his steps.” 



GENESIS 24:12-19 

 “Then he said, ‘O Lord God of my master 
Abraham, please give me success this day, and 
show kindness to my master Abraham.  Behold, 
here I stand by the well of water, and the 
daughters of the men of the city are coming out to 
draw water.  Now let it be that the young woman to 
whom I say, 'Please let down your pitcher that I 
may drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I will also 
give your camels a drink' -- let her be the one You 
have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this 
I will know that You have shown kindness to my 
master.”

 



GENESIS 24:12-19 (cont)

 “And it happened, before he had finished 
speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who was born to 
Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, 
Abraham's brother, came out with her pitcher on 
her shoulder.  Now the young woman was very 
beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man had known 
her. And she went down to the well, filled her 
pitcher, and came up.  And the servant ran to meet 
her and said, ‘Please let me drink a little water 
from your pitcher.’  So she said, ‘Drink, my lord.’ 
Then she quickly let her pitcher down to her hand, 
and gave him a drink.  And when she had finished 
giving him a drink, she said, ‘I will draw water for 
your camels also, until they have finished 
drinking.”



GENESIS 24:26-27 

 

 “Then the man bowed down his head and 

worshiped the Lord.  And he said, ‘Blessed 

be the Lord God of my master Abraham, 

who has not forsaken His mercy and His 

truth toward my master. As for me, being on 

the way, the Lord led me to the house of my 

master's brethren.’”



BIBLE CODE  

 Commitment

 Obedience

 Discipline

 Evidence

 



EZRA PROJECT RESOURCES



EZRA PROJECT RESOURCES



MATTHEW 7:14-27

“Everyone then who hears these words of 

mine and does them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock. And the rain 

fell, and the floods came, and the wind blew 

and beat on the house, but it did not fall, 

because it had been founded on the rock. And 

everyone who hears these words of mine and 

does not do them will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on the sand. And the rain 

fell, and the flood came, and the winds blew 

and beat against that house, and it fell, and 

great was the fall if it.”
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